
Aurora values drive everything we do and give us a framework which 
informs our curriculum (what we teach our children and young people) and 
provide us with an overarching intent and aim. This helps us understand the 
impact our teaching has by providing clear and aspirational targets. 

The Aurora Curriculum Framework unites us all whilst providing freedom to 
develop bespoke, ambitious and tailored curriculum models and learning 
pathways for our students. 

•	 All students should have access to 
a broad and balanced curriculum 
which engages and challenges 
them. 

•	 All students need to work at a 
level which is appropriate to their 
understanding, relevant to their 
chronological age and at a rate 
that suits their individual abilities.

•	 Teaching is approached with the 
focus on the individual needs of 
the student. 

•	 Each student should have a 
tailored curriculum based upon 
their baseline assessment, 
previous academic outcomes, 
long-term learning targets and life 
aspirations.

The Aurora Curriculum Framework

   Supporting potential 

We maintain extremely high standards and 
vigilance in all safeguarding procedures as 
our students’ additional needs can make them 
vulnerable.  A strong social, moral and cultural 
curriculum therefore plays an important role in 
each student’s personal development, where we 
aim to broaden their understanding of themselves 
as well as the wider world.
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The Aurora Curriculum Framework

Our Intention Our ImpactAurora Values

Provide personalised 
support and a 
nurturing approach to 
enable our students to 
become compassionate, 
independent learners.

Give our learners the drive 
and ambition to succeed 
and become the best 
version of themselves in their 
education, their employment, 
their mental health and their 
independence in adulthood.

Develop every 
young person’s 
social and emotional 
growth, and life skills.

Create environments 
where children and young 
people are safe to develop 
as individuals, where they 
can learn from mistakes, 
overcome their barriers to 
learning and develop resilience.

Create centres of 
excellence, providing an 
outstanding, personalised 
education for all learners.

Children and young 
people are well prepared 
for the demands of ever-

changing life in 21st century 
Britain and become active 

participants in their communities.

Learners make 
outstanding progress and 
achieve the qualifications, 
skills and outcomes which 

will enable them to thrive in the 
next stage of their lives.

Learners are able to 
communicate confidently 

and engage successfully with 
others and the wider world.

Children and young 
people experience a rich 

variety of unique opportunities 
which support individual 

development and success.

Caring

Ambitious

Collaborative

Trusted

Innovative

Children and young 
people know how to take 

appropriate risks, keep 
themselves safe (physically 

and virtually), and are able to 
secure the support they require 
to become independent adults.



families have 
confidence in our staff
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We believe that one size does not fit all, so our 
approach to learning and teaching is to focus on 
the individual needs of every student.

Each student benefits from a tailored curriculum 
based on their initial assessment, previous 
academic and personal outcomes and long-term 
learning targets.  The curriculum fits around the 
young person, not the other way around.

We create a warm and nurturing environment 
where small classes (of no more than eight 
students) are supported by a teacher and two 
teaching assistants. 

During the day, we have structured learning and 
support times using tasks, activities and games 
to focus on social and emotional wellbeing and 
social interaction, as well as regular movement 
breaks to help support self-regulation.  

Your experience with us

   Building trust

We take a positive approach to behaviour support at Aurora Poppyfield and believe that managing 
behaviour is first and foremost about relationships and trust. 

We understand that all behaviour is a form of communication and 
can often be a display of emotional distress, so we always aim to 
manage this with compassion whilst ensuring everyone is kept safe.  
Sensory processing difficulties can also impact on our learners’ ability 
to manage their behaviour which is why working in partnership with 
parents and carers to co-create positive behaviour plans for school and 
home is so important to us. 

   Supporting families

Everything we do at Aurora Poppyfield, we do in partnership with parents/carers. We actively seek 
and listen to feedback from students, families and staff, to find out what’s working well, and what we 
can do better. 

Our specialist team works in partnership with families to develop strategies to support behaviour 
and anxiety at home. 



The change in 
my child has been 

phenomenal. My child 
is in the right place with 

the right people.



Our commitment to you

  Quality statement

At Aurora Poppyfield School we strive to provide the highest quality service to young people, parents/
carers and local authorities. We believe that all these groups have the right to comment on the service 
we provide and to understand the complaints procedure.

If you do have a concern or complaint, we do want to hear about it as soon as possible. Please ask the 
School office for a copy of our complaints procedure if you would like to know more. We like to know 
when we are getting things right too, so please feel free to also send us any compliments – our staff 
are always happy to hear them!

  Safeguarding statement

At Aurora Poppyfield School we are wholly committed to safeguarding and promoting the wellbeing 
of our students, and we expect all staff and visitors to share this commitment. Safer recruitment 
practices are followed and all staff have an Enhanced DBS check.



What you need to know

Meals
We offer a balance of healthy meals or students 
can bring in their own packed lunch. 

Term dates 
Our term dates are sent to parents and carers 
annually. They are also available to view and 
download on our website.

Uniform
There is a jumper and fleece for boys and girls to 
choose from with our school logo on.  However, 
students with sensory issues can wear clothes 
they feel comfortable in, providing they meet with 
the code of conduct.



Headteacher: Hayley Parish
Aurora Poppyfield School
Lower Road, 
Effingham, 
Leatherhead 
KT24 5JP
01372 678630 
poppyfieldschool@theauroragroup.co.uk 
referrals@theauroragroup.co.uk 
theauroragroup.co.uk/poppyfield
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Registered address:
Aurora Care & Education Opco Ltd, Unit 13, Twigworth Court Business Centre, Tewkesbury Rd, Gloucester GL2 9PG
Company No. 9768784
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